
 

 

E7 Kids Cafe 
News and Events 

Celebrating Christmas! 
This winter, we celebrated Christmas with our children and their families 

during three events: our 16th annual Christmas Shop sponsored by Maxwell 

Street Presbyterian Church, a Secret Santa program, and a Christmas party 

sponsored by Mommy See Mommy Do! There were over 45 children served 

at the Christmas Shop, allowing students to “buy” presents for their loved 

ones, and then have those presents immediately wrapped and ready to give 

out for Christmas. The children were not charged for the gifts, but they had 

to choose gifts within the confines of a free voucher that was given to them. 

The Secret Santa went well with 25 students being adopted for Christmas 

and receiving presents from their wish list. The gifts were picked up by 

parents, wrapped and ready to give their children on Christmas morning.  

One mother wrote a thank you card, thanking us for making the kids’ 

Christmas and blessing their family. We ended December with a Christmas 

party for the kids including Mexican food (winning the kid vote), music, 

crafts, and cookie decorating!  

 

Children first… 

 

Repairers Lexington 

the 

E7 Kids Café is a safe place in the community where 

children can eat, play, and learn 5 days a week, because it 

is hard to read when your hungry! 
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Repairers Lexington is the governing 

501c3 organization of E7 Kids Café.  

 

 

 

Our services are targeted toward 

at-risk youth, which include an 

afterschool program consisting of 

a meal program, tutoring program, 

and educational enrichment 

program. The goals of these 

programs are to motivate children 

to learn, help them develop self-

confidence and self-expression, 

and encourage them to take on 

new challenges. It is our hope that 

by fostering academic and social 

skills, the children will overcome 

negative influences of their 

environment and grow up to 

become empowered and self-

reliant adults. 
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Ice skating with the Sierra Club! 
Sierra Club Rocks it again, taking the students on a Saturday field 

trip to the ice skating rink. For most of the younger and some of the 

older students, this is their first opportunity to get out on the ice. It 

was a fun day had by all! 

Engineering day at UK! 

What an amazing day! We were able to take 12 students to 

UK Engineering Day in the college of engineering. The 

students were able to see a 3-D printer and learn about solar 

panels. They were also able to participate in hands on activities 

like driving a remote control robot through a maze, playing a 

giant Jenga game, engineering gum drop spaghetti towers, and 

building newspaper bridges.  One of the students said “This 

was the best day ever!” Maybe he’ll grow up to be an engineer! 

There was so much to do, it kept them busy and we still missed 

an entire building of activities.  

In February we took a field trip to a community radio station.  

While all the kids enjoyed the trip, DaSean loved it! He wants 

more opportunities to learn and pursue radio broadcasting. E7 is 

opening the doors for new opportunities and possibilities for our 

students! 

  

There was over 

45 children served 

at the Christmas 

store. Allowing 

students to “buy” 

presents for their 

loved ones, and 

then have those 

presents 

immediately 

wrapped and 

ready to give out 

for Christmas. 

The Secret Santa 

went well with 25 

students receiving 

presents from 

their wish list. 

One mother 

wrote a thank you 

card, thanking us 

for making the 

kids Christmas 

and blessing their 

family. We ended 

December with a 

Christmas party 

for the kids where 

Mexican food 

was voted for the 

food and then 

music, crafts, and 

cookie decorating 

during the party!  

Sierra Club Rocks it again, taking the students on a Saturday field 

trip ice skating. For some of the younger  and older students this is 

their first opportunity to get out on the ice. It was a fun day had by 

all! 

Winter Field Trips 

Getting into the groove of radio! 
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LEAP Summer Program! 

First day of the 8 week 

Summer Program! 

Wonderland Ride 
Aug. 6, 2016 

A Family bike ride event benefiting E7 Kids 

Café at the KY Horse Park:  Wonderland 

Ride, White Rabbit Chase, Teapot Toddle.  

A difference made in one child… 

James… 

During college winter break our volunteer base dropped 
significantly, so we paused the tutoring program and gathered our 
volunteers together with the kids at E7 Kids Cafe. Around 

Christmas our attendance also dropped, but James was one of our 
regulars.  He came every day, and we started reading a Goosebumps 

book that he thought looked cool.  We took turns reading pages or 
chapters.  On day one, we read a few chapters, and when it was 

time to go outside, I told James I’d keep the book and we could 
read more the next day.  (I often say this to kids and they usually 
do not remember or care to continue reading the next day.)  The next day, James came into the 

center, walked up to me and said, “Can we read more?”  So we did, and we continued to read the 
next day and the next.  We are currently about halfway through the book. Sometimes, James gets 

so interested in what he is reading that he forgets to hand the book back to me for my turn to read.  
When he comes to a word he does not know, James asks me to explain the word, and we are not 

allowed to continue reading until he understands.  We have increased his knowledge of 
vocabulary, his stamina for reading, and improved his behavior just through one book.  He’s also 
lined up several books he wants to read next. He truly feels safe at E7 and is able to grow and 

learn! Written by Tanya Roodhouse, Americorps VISTA 
  

 Coats for Kids! 

Thanks to Maxwell St. Presbyterian Church, Stantec, and a 

$500.00 donation from United Healthcare of KY, we were able to 

give out over 70 coats, hats, and gloves to our students this winter. 

Gloves were an especially precious commodity on the days we 

were able to play in the snow! 

Save the Date! 

June 6, 2016 

 



 

 

 

 

Sign up your Kroger plus card with our nonprofit at Krogercommunityrewards.com. Our 

number is 30920  under Repairers Lexington. If you would like to give directly to support our 

program consider joining our Friends of E7 Kids Café Club for $20.00 a month. Donations 

can be made via our webpage at e7kidscafe.weebly.com or checks can be mailed to PO Box 

34152, Lexington, KY 40588. Please make checks payable to Repairers Lexington. For 

questions, or interest in volunteering,  please e-mail us at e7kidscafe@gmail.com. 

 

How you can help! 

E7 Kids Cafe 

530 N Martin Luther King Blvd.  

Lexington, KY 40508 
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